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Caitlin Terry spent time over the past two years helping bring supplies and water to a village in 

Guatemala, capturing the beauty and culture on film while she was there. Her photographs are 

now on display at The Loft Studio in Bridgeton.  
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When Caitlin Terry returned to the United States from a supply mission to Guatemala, one of the 

first things she thought about doing was going back. 

An engineer by trade and hobbyist photographer, Terry, 28, noticed on her first trip in 2008 that 

access to clean drinking water for many in rural towns was something that simply did not exist. 

Terry, a Vineland native who now lives in Clementon, Camden County, called her friends and 

family, sold photos from her first trip, raised enough money to get back to Guatemala and helped 

dig a 1,200-foot-long trench to accommodate a pipe from a town's only well to a new water 

tower. 

With a new photograph exhibit on display in the Loft Studio at Energy Center Plus in Bridgeton 

called "Eye of the Beholder," Terry has captured the beauty and color of Guatemala, two things 

she said are often overlooked when people consider the impoverished country. 



"I really wanted to get more involved from an engineering perspective," Terry said. "I looked at 

different organizations. A missionary contacted me and told me one of the towns was looking for 

help with a water problem. 

"I really didn't know what I was getting into." 

So, Terry, a Rowan University graduate, asked her employer, Shaw Group in Moorestown, for 

some time off to help bring water to a small town in Guatemala. They agreed, and off she went, 

alone, to help make it happen. 

While the mission in March 2009 was to bring water to the village, Terry felt the need to capture 

what she experienced in Guatemala with a camera. The photos on display in the studio are not of 

the water project, but of the people and the land itself. 

A theme throughout the display is color. The vibrancy of a few potted plants and the dress of an 

orphan child are juxtaposed with the subdued, yet still striking, colors of a concrete building and 

a yellowed Guatemala during the dry season. 

"I've tried to show the beauty in Guatemala," she said. "The people are really poor, but there's a 

lot of color in their lives." 

In the village where she helped build a water tower, showers and latrines, there were no houses 

in the traditional sense of a house involving a foundation, framing, architecture, etc. The main 

building is made of concrete and looks like a garage, she said, and serves as a kind of community 

center. The homes of the people living there are mostly pieces of corrugated sheet metal loosely 

riveted together. 

What she hopes is that people will not only find her pictures beautiful, but understand what life is 

like in Guatemala. 

The money she's raising will help fund her next mission, this time to Tajikistan, where she will 

try to bring clean water to another community. She plans to go back to Guatemala someday, she 

said, but right now, with her engineering education and expertise, she's needed elsewhere. 

Contact Edward Van Embden: 

856-649-2072 

EVanEmbden@pressofac.com 

 

 


